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 Counting on our natural assets 

A new report showing how one regional community can better manage its eco- systems may have 
implications for regional areas not only across Australia but around the world. 

CSIRO researchers have recently explored 'ecosystem services' in the Goulburn Broken Catchment and found that 
Australians are developing a new and deeper understanding of how the environment underpins human activities.

"Services that ecosystems provide to humans are necessary to support and fulfil human life", says CSIRO's Dr Nick 
Abel.

These included regulation of climate; maintenance and regeneration of habitat for native species; provision of shade 
and shelter; water filtration and erosion control; maintenance of soil health; provision of healthy waterways; and 
regulation of river flows and groundwater levels.

"These natural processes are often overlooked, used inefficiently and degraded, but they are the hidden foundations 
of economies and communities".

Connecting researchers with the community and combining scientific and local knowledge has been one of the 
successes of our research, says Dr Abel. Through their participation in the four year Ecosystem Services Project, 
many in the catchment now see the real asset value of their ecosystems.

"The concept of ecosystem services has become an integral part of what we do at both the strategic level and also at 
the operational level," says Mr Bill O'Kane, Chief Executive Officer of the Goulburn Broken Catchment Authority. 

"It has opened our minds and helped our thinking on the best ways to protect and enhance the Catchment's valuable 
natural assets and the services they provide," he says.

According to Dr Abel, the project has helped change perceptions of the value of ecosystem services.

"It will take more than changes in attitudes to reverse degradation and make use more efficient," he says. 

"We could create markets in which the industries that need the services in cities and on high intensity farmland pay 
broadacre landholders to produce them, just as they now produce crops", he says. "In fact, pilot market and other 
projects are already underway around Australia to test this and other potential approaches."

Australia's first ecosystems services project was supported by the Myer Foundation, CSIRO, the Goulburn Broken 
Catchment Management Authority and Land and Water Australia.
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Nick Abel, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, 02-6242 1534, 

0417 442 180 

Bill O'Kane, Goulburn Broken Catchment Authority, 03-5822 2288, 0417 101 426 

Media assistance: 

Anne Leitch, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, mobile 0409 661 094 

http://www.ecosystemservicesproject.org/ 
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